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CASE STUDY

More Than Just  
Technology

“Everything we do is about 
the kids. We are providing 
our students more than 
technology. We are providing 
them opportunity. We have 
invested in our infrastructure 
to ensure that students are 
provided with unlimited digital 
learning services.”

— Alan Peterson,  

Chief Business Officer 

Business Challenge
Merced (CA) Union High School District has 10,300 students across 
ten campuses. When district leaders made the decision to go 1:1 
with  Chromebooks, they began by thinking about the kind of learn-
ing environment they wanted to create. They wanted to model their 
design on what they saw on college campuses—students working 
alone and in collaborative groups everywhere on campus—not just in 
classrooms. They wanted an open learning environment that would 
give students unlimited access to Web resources and digital tools. 
They called this the “One to Web” initiative. When the district IT team 
began adding Chromebooks to the network, however, the firewall 
and Web filter buckled as they were not able to handle the increased 
demands. So IT manager Anthony Thomas evaluated six different 
security providers based on four criteria: cost, consolidation, ease of 
management, and scalability.

High School District Creates College-
Like Learning Environment with Open 
Network, Robust Content Filtering, and 
Granular Reporting

Details
Customer Name: Merced  
Union High School District
Industry: K-12 
Location: California

Business Impact
nn Robust infrastructure to support 
personalized learning.

nn Freedom for students to collabo-
rate anywhere on campus.

nn Firewall is strong enough for 
current usage and projected four 
more years.

nn No servers to maintain. Students 
go directly to Internet.

nn Compliance is easy for all federal 
mandates: CIPA, COPPA, FERPA, 
HIPAA.



CASE STUDY: HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT CREATES COLLEGE-LIKE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 

He selected Fortinet because, as he explains, “They had 
40 Gbps of throughput and could sustain the number of 
required concurrent sessions while also providing robust 
content filtering and granular reporting. Fortinet would also 
scale with our projected bandwidth growth for the next four 
years.”

Thomas says, “We removed our aging content filter and 
firewall and consolidated those point solutions into one 
comprehensive security platform. Not only did the FortiGate 
solution product provide additional security features and 
redundancy, it allowed us to save more than $30,000 a 
year in subscription costs.”

Back to School
As they begin this new school year, the Merced Union 
High School District has consolidated multiple security 
point solutions and realized a significant cost reduction/
lower total cost of ownership. In addition, the district has 
a network that can support millions of concurrent sessions 
now, will provide for additional growth over the next four 
years, and is in proactive compliance with CIPA, FERPA, 
and HIPAA. The latter is particularly important as schools 
cannot get E-Rate reimbursements for their network or 
infrastructure costs if they are not compliant with all federal 
regulations. 

The primary mission of public schools is to keep students 
safe and prepare them to be successful in school and 
career. Both of these objectives are at risk if school and 

district networks cannot support the demands of a digital 
learning environment while protecting students and their 
personal data. While supporting 1:1 initiatives, the end-
to-end Fortinet security platform features enterprise-
level security to help educators balance content and 
collaboration, content filtering and threat management, in 
addition to helping them meet federal and state compliance 
requirements—all from a single platform.

Scaling to Enterprise-Grade Security
District leaders now face sophisticated security stresses 
that are complex and powerful enough to disable networks 
and disrupt the digital learning environments of thousands 
of students. The combination of increased traffic volume, 
potential security breaches, and possible network 
disruption calls for enterprise-grade protection that was 
not necessary in the past. Today’s school networks require 
comprehensive “best in class” features including firewalls, 
content filtering, and antivirus, intrusion prevention, threat 
management, anti-spam and traffic control integrated in a 
single comprehensive security platform. 

For Merced Union High School District, the choice of the 
FortiGate solution to support their One to Web initiative 
facilitated the shift to a fast, reliable network that kept 
students safe and saved the district money. “Fortinet 
helped us find the solution that meets the needs of our 
community and provides our students the digital learning 
experiences they deserve,” says Thomas.

Copyright © 2015 Fortinet, Inc. All rights reserved. Fortinet®, FortiGate®, FortiCare® and FortiGuard®, and certain other marks are registered trademarks of Fortinet, Inc., and other Fortinet names herein may also be registered and/or common law 
trademarks of Fortinet. All other product or company names may be trademarks of their respective owners. Performance and other metrics contained herein were attained in internal lab tests under ideal conditions, and actual performance and other 
results may vary. Network variables, different network environments and other conditions may affect performance results. Nothing herein represents any binding commitment by Fortinet, and Fortinet disclaims all warranties, whether express or implied, 
except to the extent Fortinet enters a binding written contract, signed by Fortinet’s General Counsel, with a purchaser that expressly warrants that the identified product will perform according to certain expressly-identified performance metrics and, in 
such event, only the specific performance metrics expressly identified in such binding written contract shall be binding on Fortinet. For absolute clarity, any such warranty will be limited to performance in the same ideal conditions as in Fortinet’s internal 
lab tests. Fortinet disclaims in full any covenants, representations, and guarantees pursuant hereto, whether express or implied. Fortinet reserves the right to change, modify, transfer, or otherwise revise this publication without notice, and the most 
current version of the publication shall be applicable.

GLOBAL HEADQUARTERS
Fortinet Inc.
899 Kifer Road
Sunnyvale, CA 94086
United States
Tel: +1.408.235.7700
www.fortinet.com/sales 

EMEA SALES OFFICE
120 rue Albert Caquot
06560, Sophia Antipolis, 
France
Tel: +33.4.8987.0510

APAC SALES OFFICE
300 Beach Road 20-01
The Concourse
Singapore 199555
Tel: +65.6513.3730

LATIN AMERICA SALES OFFICE
Paseo de la Reforma 412 piso 16
Col. Juarez
C.P. 06600 
México D.F.
Tel: 011-52-(55) 5524-8428

September 23, 2015


